. The clinical and demographic features of the patients with leprosy are pre¬ sented in Table 1 . Risk factors for leprosy as related to each of the six cases are summarized in Table 2 . Additional clinical details and risk factor analysis are provided for each case in the "Appen¬ dix" section.
Common Characteristics
Each of the six patients with leprosy was actually or virtually a lifelong resident of the same immediate area in six parishes in northern Louisiana. Two patients never moved from their birth-place. Five parishes had never before reported leprosy in any resident. The cases were separated by at least 30 km (Figure) . All of the patients were married or widowed, and white. Four were women. The mean ± SD age at clinical onset was 60.3 ± 16.4 years (age range, 31 to 80 years); the mean ± SD interval to diagnosis was 1.2 ±1.4 years; and the mean ± SD age at diagnosis was 61.5 ±17.1 years. In the analysis of risk factors for leprosy ( 
